
Contractors’ Guide to the 
National Construction Code (BCA)

The NCC, previously known as the Building Code of Australia, is produced and maintained 
by the Australian Building Codes Board on behalf of the Australian, State and Territory 
Governments. The NCC is given legal effect by building regulatory legislation in each State 
and Territory. 

The legislation consists of an Act of Parliament. NCC 2011 is a uniform set of the technical 
provisions for the design and construction of buildings and other structures throughout Australia.

Part J6, which relates to Artificial Lighting and Power, has been included in the building code to 
ensure that all new constructions and refurbishments meet a minimum efficiency level.

What is the National Construction Code (NCC) 2011?

1.  Building’s certificate of occupancy will
not be issued until compliance has been
approved by inspector.

2.  Failure to comply with building code J6
may incur rectification costs. This may
include the cost of replacement light
fittings, cost of labour and any other
costs incurred in rectifying
non compliance.

3.  Part J6 applies to all refurbishments
and new works (class 2 to 9 buildings).

4.  LIKE DOES NOT MEAN SAME.
Similar products can greatly differ
in their real performance and power
consumption - compare
manufacturer’s details.

5.  ‘Green’ products do not automatically
ensure compliance - buyer beware.

For more information contact the 
Australian Building Codes Board 
directly or visit www.abcb.gov.au.

Fast Facts

When a client contracts or tenders 
a building project under the design 
and construct method.

Electrical Contractors must ensure they do 
not exceed the maximum illuminated power 
densities as set out in Part J6 Table J6.2a of 
the NCC 2011.

OR

When the electrical contractor 
substitutes a light fitting specified by 
an electrical engineer or architect.

When Does J6.2 
Affect You?

Basic Watts per/m2 Calculations 

TOTAL WATTS OF ALL 
LIGHTING LUMINAIRES 

÷ 

AREA (m2) 

= 

WATTS/m2 x ADJUSTMENT FACTORS*

*Adjustment factors are used to improve the 
Watts/m2 output of an application. Refer to Adjustment 

Factors page for more information.


